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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

First Report — “Annual Report 2016–17” — Tabling 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [10.03 am]: Greetings, Mr Acting Speaker. I present for tabling the first 
report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People entitled 
“Annual Report 2016–17”. 

[See paper 928.] 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Firstly, it is an honour to be on a joint standing committee and a pleasure to be working 
with members from both sides and both chambers: the member for Kingsley, Jessica Stojkovski; Hon Dr Sally Talbot; 
and Hon Donna Faragher. 

The Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People is a parliamentary oversight 
committee with the task to monitor, review and report on the exercise of the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People’s functions. This report reflects the committee’s activities from 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017, 
incorporating the committee from both the thirty-ninth and fortieth Parliaments. Over this time, the committee had 
four deliberative meetings, including two hearings with the children’s commissioner and his staff. These hearings 
were primarily related to the committee’s functions to consult regularly with the children’s commissioner and 
review the exercise of the commissioner’s functions. 

The committee for the thirty-ninth Parliament tabled its “2015–16 Annual Report” and, in accordance with its 
terms of reference, included an examination of the following publications of the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People within its annual report: the commission’s “2014–15 Annual Report”; “Listen To Us: Using the 
views of WA Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people to improve policy and service 
delivery”; “Our Children Can’t Wait: A review of the implementation of recommendations of the 2011 Report of 
the Inquiry into the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in WA”; “Children and Young 
People from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds Speak Out”; and “Child Safe Organisations WA”. 

The committee for the fortieth Parliament met only once in this reporting period, convening its inaugural meeting on 
21 June 2017. Although outside the reporting period, it is relevant for understanding the committee’s work to know 
that all members attended a comprehensive on-site briefing and tour by the children’s commissioner at his premises 
on 4 July 2017. In order to strengthen the committee’s ability to monitor the commissioner’s work, we also conducted 
a site visit at the George Jones Child Advocacy Centre in Armadale, and have embarked on a series of public hearings 
in which the committee is inviting expert witnesses to give evidence on matters that impact on children and young 
people in this state. The commissioner is undertaking a number of significant projects on which he will report within 
the next 12 months. This committee will also be examining the outcomes of these projects and determining what role, 
if any, the committee can take to the direct benefit of children and young people in this state. 

Finally, much of the children’s commissioner’s current work relates to recommendations made by this committee 
in the thirty-ninth Parliament in its report “Everybody’s Business: An examination into how the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People can enhance WA’s response to child abuse”. Noting that the children’s commissioner 
could not implement these recommendations without support from the government, the previous committee urged 
our new committee to follow up on this matter in the fortieth Parliament. As such, we intend to monitor, examine 
and review the reactions to and implementation of these recommendations during the year to come. This work 
could be particularly important given that the final report of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse will be handed down this December. The committee looks forward to reporting in detail 
next year about the outcome of its planned activities in 2017–18. 

Again, I would like to thank the current members for their interest and dedication and I look forward to working 
with them over the term of this Parliament. I would also like to thank the committee’s principal research officer, 
Renée Gould, for her dedication to the committee’s work over this reporting period and for her ongoing facilitation 
of the committee’s operations. 

I commend this report to the house. 
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